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NEW FROM Edinburgh University Press
The Ethics of Development

Des Gasper

‘Des Gasper has written the best book available
on the “ethics of development” -- its history, scope,
and challenges. Offering searching criticisms of
mainstream development as conceptually blinded
to human destitution and social justice, Gasper
insightfully analyzes and evaluates alternative
development visions. Novice and specialist alike
will benefit from his careful dissection of such
concepts as economic growth, efficiency, equity,
poverty, violence, basic human needs, culture, and
human development.’
Professor David Crocker, University of
Maryland

A self-contained introduction to the field of
ethics and development for students,
practitioners and the general reader.

The Ethics of Development asks what is good
‘development’, of societies and for people. It
looks at how equating development with
economic growth has been challenged,
examining whom that growth benefits or harms
and which aspects of life it values or excludes
and can favour or damage.  It goes on to explore
an alternative conception – that of ‘human
development’, meaning achievement with
respect to a wider range of values and the
advancement of people’s freedom to achieve
well-reasoned values.

The book synthesises ideas from philosophy,
economics and social theory, building in
particular on the work of Len Doyal, Ian Gough,
Martha Nussbaum and Amartya Sen. Dealing
carefully and sympathetically with a range of
viewpoints, it elucidates complex issues with the
help of historical and contemporary examples. It
caters especially to students in development
studies, anthropology, economics, philosophy,
political science and social policy.

Contents include:

Preface
1. What is the Ethics of Development?
2. The Meaning of ‘Development’
3. ‘Efficiency & Effectiveness’ - Mainstream
Development Evaluation in Theory &
Practice
4. ‘Equity’ - Who Bear Costs and Who Reap
Benefits?
5. Violence and Human Security
6. Needs and Basic Needs
7. ‘Human Development’: Capabilities and
Positive Freedom
8. Cultures and the Ethics of Development
9. Epilogue
Bibliography

Des Gasper is an Associate Professor of Public
Policy at the Institute of Social Studies, The Hague,
a centre of development studies where he is
currently Dean of teaching.
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